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diligence. In the course of the fever, as alarming symp-
toms appeared, he turned to his Tamil muse and com-
posed these stanzas. *

1. Hill of my refuge that cures the ills of recurring
births ! 0 Lord ! It is for Thee to cure my
mother's fever.

2. 0 God that smitest Death itself ! My sole refuge !
Vouchsafe Thy grace unto my mother and
shield her from Death. Who is Death if scru-
tinised ?

3. Arunachala ! Thou blazing fire of Wisdom! Deign
to wrap my mother in Thy light and make
her one with Thee. What need then for
cremation ?

4. Arunachala, that chasest away Illusion (Maya) I
Why delayest Thou to dispel my mother's
delirium! Beside Thee is there any one who^
with maternal solicitude can protect the sup-
pliant soul and ward off the blows of Destiny ?

Alagammal recovered in due course and left Tiru-
vannamalai for Manamadura. There her domestic cir-
cumstances were not satisfactory. The family house at
Tiruchuzhi had been sold to meet debts and necessary
expenses. Her brother-in-law Nelliappier also passed
away leaving the joint family in anything but affluence.
About 1915 Nagasundaram^s wife died leaving a little son.
Alagammal, now fairly old and helpless, felt that she
would be better off with her elder son, the Swami. His
reputation was established and a large number of admirers

'*' The originals are in the Appendix.